Actor & Staff Biographies
Tom Sizemore

(ART PROFESSOR)

Tom Sizemore rose in prominence throughout the 1990s, establishing himself as a memorable tough guy character, sought after by the most respected directors in the business. Born in Detroit on 29 November, 1961, Sizemore grew up idolizing the tough guy characters of the movies he watched. After attending Wayne State University, he got his master's degree in theater from Temple University in 1986.

Like many he moved to New York City and struggled, waiting tables and performing in plays. His first break came when Oliver Stone cast him in a bit part in Born on the Fourth of July. Bigger roles soon followed throughout the early 1990s, such as Guilty by Suspicion, True Romance, and Striking Distance. 1994 proved to be an even bigger year for Sizemore, as he won the role of "Bat Masterson" in Kevin Costner's star-studded biopic Wyatt Earp, as well as one of his first truly memorable roles as "Detective Jack Scagnetti" in Oliver Stone's controversial Natural Born Killers. In 1995 he appeared in Devil in a Blue Dress, Strange Days, as well as the acclaimed crime epic Heat, directed by Michael Mann. Sizemore's first big leading role is in The Relic, the big budget effects thriller directed by Peter Hyams.

According to a 2001 interview in The Calgary Sun, Sizemore entered a drug rehab program in 1998 after his mother and his friend Robert De Niro appeared on his doorstep during the filming of Witness to the Mob. Telling him they were there to drive him to jail or to rehab, Sizemore chose rehab. After he completed rehab, he counseled teens involved in substance abuse.

Offered both a role in WWII films directed by both Terrence Malick and Steven Spielberg, Sizemore chose the role of "Sergeant Horvath" in Saving Private Ryan. The role and film received widespread acclaim and introduced Sizemore's talents to a much broader audience in a more human and well-rounded role than he had previously been given. Sizemore also credits this shoot and Steven Spielberg for helping him with his recovery from addiction, with Steven Spielberg threatening to re-shoot the entire film if Sizemore failed a drug test even once.

After a flamboyant and uncredited mobster role in Enemy of the State, Sizemore then portrayed a psychotic paramedic in Bringing Out the Dead directed by Martin Scorsese. Seemingly taking it easy, he then turned in fine but stereotypical performances in Play It to the Bone, Red Planet, and Pearl Harbor. Sizemore then received another leading role in the high-profile military drama Black Hawk Down directed by yet another legendary director, Ridley Scott.

Specializing in the sort of ultimate tough guy/manly man roles that hearken back to a different era in film, Sizemore continues to be a favourite of Hollywood's greatest directors. Never afraid to speak his mind about anyone and anything, his sense of blunt honesty and lack of pretentiousness is refreshing. A commanding voice and presence on film, Sizemore looks to continue as one of Hollywood's greatest actors. 
Written by: Brian Stewart

Kevin Giffin                                                                                                                                                                                                    (JACOB)  

A native of Chicago, Kevin Giffin now resides in San Francisco, California.  His extensive travels abroad and in the U.S. have given him a rich perspective on life that he now distills for the public through the characters he portrays.  He has studied with the iconic Jean Shelton at Shelton Studios in San Francisco, Andrew Hurteau at A.C.T. and Nancy Berwid of First Take. 
Kevin’s career in film has grown rapidly from indie shorts to his latest portrayal of Jacob Borshievsky, the protagonist, in Yuri Tsapaev's compelling new film, "Contractor's Routine."  His film "Oceania" screened for three nights to a packed house at the CineQuest Film Festival in San Jose, California.  The intensity Kevin brings to his roles is winning him accolades from directors and audiences alike.
Richard Frederick                                                                                                                                                    (EASAU, Jacob’s alter ego)  

Richard Frederick's extensive theatrical credits include such noted venues as: TheatreWorks (CA); Ford's Theatre (DC); Casa Manana (TX); Theatre Three (TX); American Musical Theatre of San Jose (CA); and Hangar Theatre (NY).  Film and television credits include: “Enemy Gold;” and the PBS series “Wishbone.” Richard’s most recent commercial credits include: a national for Livescribe's “Smartpen,” and a Mafioso-style San Francisco Giants spot. 

Michael Ceniseroz 

(Young Jacob)
Michael Ceniseroz was born and raised in the Central Coast of California to a loving country family.   He and his three brothers all attended Catholic school.  A devoted fan of Russian culture and language, Michael is currently completing his undergraduate degree at U.C. Davis in Religious Studies and Philosophy.   He began his acting career just three years ago at the behest of a fraternity brother, and continues to pursue excellence in his craft with the help and support of his incredible friends. 

Julia Heller                                                                                                                                                                      (Maria) 

Born and raised in Moscow, Russia, Julia Heller has been a resident of the San Francisco Bay Area for several years. While attending college in Santa Cruz, California, Julia had the opportunity to study under the tutelage of Don Williams, director of Cultural Arts and Diversity for the Student Affairs Division at UCSC and founder of the University's Rainbow Theater. 

Julia began acting soon after she arrived in this country with appearances on several episodes of the hit television series, “Nash Bridges.”  She further pursued her acting career by gaining leading roles in multiple short and feature length productions.  Julia's most recent work includes appearances on the current NBC TV drama, “Trauma,” as well as in “Contractor's Routine,” “Vernichter” and “Stand Alone.”  Noted for her diverse character portrayals, Julia has been recognized for her unflinching determination to animate even the most complex challenging of roles. 

Brooke Dooley
(Production Manager/Line Producer) 

Now resident in San Francisco, Brooke Dooley was born and raised in Tracy, California.  At the age of eight, she wrote, directed and starred in her own “home-grown” television show based out of her garage.  At sixteen, she took a job as a legal assistant at a family law office for four years, which laid the foundation for her strong work ethic. 

At nineteen, Brooke moved to San Francisco to pursue an education in media production at San Francisco State University.  She served as Associate Producer on an East Bay documentary, Perfect Effort, was an Education Intern at the California Film Institute, and in 2009 produced over a dozen short films. 

“Contractor's Routine” is her first full length feature as a line producer. She is now in pre-production for another SF independent feature shooting early 2010.  All of these experiences have given her the knowledge, skills and capacity to be creative and collaborative, along with a growing awareness of the seriousness of filmmaking. 

